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Grant Arthur Gochin 

10900 Winnetka Ave, Chatsworth, CA 91311 

United States of America 

 

 

 

President of the Lithuanian Republic 

Daliai Grybauskaitei 

 

 

Your Excellency, 

 

I am writing to thank you for the time you have taken to examine my address. After having read 

the response, I understood that possibly my words did not fully disclose (explain) the reasons of 

my address. The problem resides in the Resistance Research Center's actions while preparing 

historical conclusions regarding the Holocaust in Lithuania or, more precisely, explanation and 

interpretation of historical events.  

 

Official and published public statements by government authorities that, "historically, the isola-

tion and mass murder of Jews are not treated as identical matters" are inconsistent with legal 

provisions set forth below. It is a subjective revision of historical events. 

 

According to the Nurnberg Tribunal Statute Article 6 of 1945, crimes against humanity include: 

murder, extermination, imprisonment, deportation or other inhumane behavior against a civil 

group before or during the war. Leaders, organizers, instigators and collaborators, who partici-

pated in the creation and implementation of a common plan or conspiracy to commit any of the 

aforementioned crimes, are responsible for all actions committed by any person seeking to im-

plement such plan. 

 

The Lithuanian Criminal Code also condemns persons who organized, led or participated in the 

killing, torturing, injuring, preventing mental development, deporting, and otherwise creating 

such living conditions that resulted in the death of all or part of the victims (Article 99).    

 

The Resistance Research Center confirmed that in July of 1941, Captain John Noreika had a 

working connection with two institutions – LAF Organization in Telsiai and Commandant’s 

Headquarters in Plunge. It also confirmed that J. Noreika signed orders for the formation of the 

ghetto in Zagare and expropriation of Jewish residents of the Siauli district. These are facts con-

firming contribution to genocide that do not require additional acknowledgement by Lithuanian 

courts. It is not understandable why the Center’s director, Terese Birute Burauskaite, ignoring 

the evidence, as well as additional explanations, states that J. Noreika could not have given an 

order to platoons of the Commandant’s Headquarters to kill Jews in July of 1941, to which he 

belonged.  

 

After public announcement of research conclusions regarding J. Noreika’s personally, Terese 

Birute Burauskaite spoke to foreign media. When asked “why a major research institution speaks 

very little, or not at all, about the dark side of the Forest Brothers in its books and other publica-

tions, and why does the Center not do more to smooth the balance”, she said:  

 

“We are trying, however, we encounter resistance from powerful conservative forces. There are 

several active partisan organizations defending the memory of partisans, and they contact us as 

soon as we emphasize some less favorable aspects. I receive letters from these people very often. 

They have influential friends among the politicians and highly placed officials. These people at-

tempt to influence the work of historians in the process of being published. As November elec-
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tions are approaching, it is becoming increasingly more difficult to move the request for a more 

balanced picture of our contemporary history, forward.” 

 

It should be mentioned that the conclusion drawn by the Resistance Research Center regarding 

“J. Noreika Actions” is not the only such case, as analyses of historical personalities and events 

are explained in a biased manner.  

 

K. Skirpa, a diplomat, left occupied Lithuania and lived in Berlin in 1940-1941. There he 

planned Lithuania’s liberation from the Soviet oppression. The greatest known merit of Skirpa 

for Lithuania was the creation of the Lithuanian Activists Front (LAF). K. Skirpa was the found-

er, the leader and main propeller of propaganda of the organization. The main objective (the real 

one) was a limited restoration of Lithuania’s independence within the Nazi structure, actions - 

cooperation with Nazi soldiers while they were chasing the Soviet powers out of Lithuania in 

June of 1941, using Lithuanian military and civilians that were recruited and coordinated togeth-

er – LAF forces.   

 

The LAF organization declared “independence” in Kaunas on June 23, 1941, and appointed K. 

Skirpa as prime minister of the Cabinet. Lithuania has never officially recognized the 1941 resto-

ration of independence, K. Skirpa’s government and his politics. During the 6 weeks of leader-

ship of the temporary government, more than 5000 Jewish people were massacred during pog-

roms and local executions.     

 

From 1940 to 1943, K. Skirpa communicated in writing with individuals of diplomatic rank all 

over Europe. It was known that detailed communications about LAF recruitment and strike tac-

tics, and preparation to cooperate with Nazi soldiers to drive Soviet powers out of Lithuania 

were being sent directly to Hitler and his secretary. Besides the diplomatic contacts, K. Skirpa 

paid great attention to LAF instructions and to ideological uprising propaganda that were com-

municated orally and in writing since 1940.   

 

The greatest part of K. Skirpa’s speeches are related to restoration of Lithuanian independence 

and instigating resistance, however, his propaganda was influenced to an extent by the anti-

Semitic sentiment that was widespread in the Lithuania interim government leadership at the 

time. 

 

The Resistance Research Center indicates that within the LAF activities led by K. Skirpa there 

may have been some anti-Semitic display, “<indicates that> documents prepared by Berlin LAF 

organization reached Lithuania and its people from Berlin across the border.” in its conclusion 

regarding K. Skirpa, 

 

On March 19, 1941, K. Skirpa released a message, dedicated to Lithuania’s enslaved compatri-

ots. The 6th paragraph reads: “Now already, inform the Jews that their fate is clear. Therefore, 

whoever can, must leave Lithuania today to avoid unnecessary victims. At a decisive moment, 

take their property in your hands, so that no one would perish in vain.”  

 

In conclusion, the Resistance Research Center underscored more than once that K. Skirpa sug-

gested that the solution to the Jewish question was expulsion. Note, however, that the Center 

does not mention the March 24, 1941, Berlin document, called “Instructions to Liberate Lithua-

nia”, giving the following instructions: 

“It is very important to take this opportunity to shake off the Jews too. (….) The more of them 

that take this opportunity to leave, the easier it will be later to get rid of the rest.” 

 

The Resistance Research Center is also silent about a 1940-1941 document, K. Skirpa’s address 

to Lithuanian Jews, called “Cancellation of Hospitality for Jews”, proclaiming that the right to 

asylum granted to Jews by Vytautas the Great in the 14th century is thereby revoked, and that 
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Jews, who do not leave Lithuania together with the Soviet Union soldiers will be subject to 

court-martial; they will be banished from their lands and their property will be confiscated; or 

severely punished on the spot if they tried to damage their property. Jews are instructed not to 

have any illusions as there is no place for them in Lithuania.   

 

The Resistance Research Center concludes that the LAF anti-Semitic propaganda and its influ-

ence are mitigated, explaining that the content of the document differentiates the Jewish geno-

cide from the plundering of Jewish property, that began during the time of leadership of Skirpa’s 

government. In conclusion, the causal link between the expulsion of Jews and confiscation of 

their property that was one of the LLV goals, and delineated in K. Skirpa’s instructions and ad-

dresses, which were the ideological foundation of LLV, is forgotten  

 

The Resistance Research Center does not present any conclusion regarding the potential influ-

ence of K. Skirpa’s anti-Semitic propaganda. It cites historian L. Truska’s statement that “The 

LAF proclamation was one of the reasons why in the summer of 1941, some Lithuanians con-

tributed to the enforcement of Nazi criminal orders”. In further conclusions, the Center does not 

analyze nor look at its significance. After submitting the conclusions, Terese Birute Burauskaite 

makes the following public statements in the Lithuanian News:  

 

“We must understand that K. Skirpa spoke the language of the time in which he was living, and 

spoke in words that could be understood by people of that time. His rather strict comments 

should not be looked at as absolutism” <…> She underscored that scholars, who analyzed K, 

Skirpa’s activities, did not find any anti-Semitism in his actions. This man is certainly not the 

criminal that should be relegated to the margins of history.”   

 

This indicates knowingly false statements regarding K. Skirpa’s anti-Semitic activities that con-

tradict the opinion of L. Truska cited in the conclusion. With such conclusions and statements, 

the Director of the Resistance Research Center deviates from the criteria of genocide partici-

pants’ evaluation, foreseen by article 6 of the 1945 Nurnberg Tribunal, that all who participated 

in the genocide are guilty, their role or intention are not the decisive factor. The actions of Teresa 

Birute Burauskaite, as indicated, are revisions of events of the Holocaust that are hurtful to Jew-

ish Lithuanian citizens. 

 

K. Skirpa’s propaganda and its consequences should, first of all, be evaluated not from the legal 

but from the moral aspect. Lithuanian Courts will not undertake the establishment as to whether 

or not the name of K. Skirpos Aleja on the map of the complex of historical castles, or the com-

memorative plaque “military commander” for J. Noreika on the nearby Academy of Sciences 

Library wall, will have a negative impact on the image of Vilnius and Lithuania.   

 

The municipality of the city of Vilnius had initiated a street name change project, motivated by 

actions of K. Skirpa in the past that were linked to the public instigation of dissention against the 

Jews. There was a public opinion survey: 451 respondents were in favor of changing the name of  

K. Skirpa’s Aleja.  

 

It is incomprehensible why the institution of the President does not see the need to take action 

condemning regimes. Regimes are created and supported by people that participate in them. J. 

Noreika was one of those who provided the Nazis with the conditions to reach their goals in the 

Siauliai region. The fact that J Noreika and K. Skirpa were not convicted do not justify in any 

way their actions to agitate and participate in the crime of destroying Lithuanian Jews. I think 

that it is the President’s duty to unequivocally evaluate the participation and collaboration of 

these individuals with the Nazi regime. Most of Nazi leaders and activists were never tried – this 

did not prevent and does not prevent politicians and leaders of civilized countries to condemn the 

actions of these individuals that were directed against their fellow citizens.   
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The Resistance Research Center is a public institution, carrying out historical research and dis-

seminating official findings. It forms the opinion of citizens and institutions about the events of 

the Holocaust and genocide of the Lithuanian nation. Opinion must be objective. The above 

mentioned conclusions witness that the director of the institution explains historical facts single-

mindedly, revises them, ignores uncomfortable facts and evidence, and does not rate the volun-

tary participation in genocide as a crime against humanity. The Center’s leader, Terese Birute 

Burauskaite, acts as a lawyer for those that participated (helped) in the genocide of the Jewish 

nation, in conclusions and in the press, providing statements that contradict historical documents 

without argumentation, and speculates also with hardly verifiable facts (such as could/could not, 

knew/did not know) and emphatically gives weight to aspects that create a positive image of the 

person.   

 

Such explanation and interpretation of historical events is a misrepresentation of history mislead-

ing the public, a transgression of boundaries of freedom of speech. The idealization of the un-

derground “heroes” on an institutional level and preservation of memory symbols in Vilnius’ 

Old Town hurts the self-esteem of the Jewish people. I therefore ask the President to please take 

all measures within your powers to stop the path of worship of individuals, who contributed to 

the genocide of Lithuanian people and help preserve a silent remembrance of Holocaust victims.  

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 

1. Resistance research certificate for K. Škirpos activities; 

2. K. Škirpos proclamations and orders; 

3. Population survey data.  

 
 










