COMMENDATORY
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS over many years the City of Los Angeles has worked relentlessly to expand
protections and rights of LGBT people, advocated for fair and humane treatment of immigrants,
and taken stands against the defamation of communities like the LGBT community, Jewish
individuals, and others; and
WHEREAS, members of the City Council also have opposed efforts by anti-Semitic groups to
advance the Boycott, Divest and Sanctions (BDS) initiative, which was aimed against the State of
Israel; and
WHEREAS, the City has not only strived for an accurate depiction of the atrocities of the
Holocaust, it also has taken actions against attempts to deny the Holocaust by countries (070002-S17); and
WHEREAS, in recent years some European politicians and their respective political parties have
attempted to rewrite history surrounding their parties' and countries' support and
collaboration with Nazi Germany during the Holocaust; and
WHEREAS, one of those nations is Lithuania, where it is estimated that more than 95 percent of
about 250,000 Jews who lived in the country when the Nazis invaded in 1941, were slain; and
WHEREAS, in January 2020, Arunas Gumuliauskas, leader of Lithuania's ruling party Lithuanian
Farmers and Greens Union, and who serves on a committee of the Seimas (unicameral
parliament) announced that his party would sponsor legislation declaring that neither the state
of Lithuania nor its then-leaders participated in the Holocaust; and
WHEREAS, this is consistent with other statements made by the Lithuanian Foreign Ministry
and other Government representatives; and
WHEREAS, additionally, Lithuania has been joined by Poland, Hungary and other nations in such
efforts to reinvent their pasts, rewrite history and rehabilitate their images; and
WHEREAS, according to the Holocaust Remembrance Project (Echikson, et al., 2019), a research
study conducted by researchers from Yale University and Grinnell College, historical revisionism
is rampant in West Central Europe, whereby Croatia, other Baltic nations, and the previously
mentioned countries continue to diminish their participation and even deny the documented
past involvement of local collaborators with the Nazis in the Holocaust; and
WHEREAS, as part of the City's ongoing efforts to denounce hate and reject hateful speech,
including defamation of Jews, LGBT people, immigrants, and other minority groups, the efforts
by Lithuania and other Western European nations should not go unnoticed.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Los Angeles City Council finds that Lithuania's
efforts to minimize or even deny its historical involvement in the holocaust is contrary to a
truthful depiction of the Holocaust and its atrocities; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council denounces Lithuania's efforts to distort the
historical record, which shows many Lithuanians actively collaborated with Nazi Germany in the
assassination of Jewish nationals.
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