Center for the Study of the Genocide and Resistance of Residents of Lithuania
October 11, 2018 No. 14R-82 re: September 19, 2018
[To:] Grant Arthur Gochin's representative attorney Rokas Rudzinskas
[address]
cc: Parliamentary Ombudsman
[address]
On the Provision of Information
In response to your query we inform you:
1. The Center's activities are based on the presumption of innocence enshrined in the
Lithuanian constitution and the democratic world, and also the legal acts of the Republic of
Lithuania, and therefore suspicions, accusations or investigations which are rejected or halted
without proving a person's culpability is equivalent to an acquittal of that person. Article 31 of the
Lithuanian constitution: "A person is considered innocent until his guilt is proven in the manner
prescribed by law and he is convicted by a court of law," article 303 part 5.2 of the Lithuanian
criminal code: "The court issues a finding of acquittal if it is not proven that the accused
participated in the commission of a criminal act."
2. The letter you sent from US Congressional Subcommittee for Immigration, Citizenship and
International Law of January 13, 1975, by Joshua Eilberg to Lithuanian-American Community
vice-president Algimantas Gečius confirms the Center's statement that Juozas BrazaitisAmbrazevičius's actions were investigated by the US Congress and the US Department of
Justice's Immigration and Naturalization Service, and that he was exonerated. It is clear from
this letter that:
a) former head of the Lithuanian Provisional Government Juozas Brazaitis-Ambrazevičius and
this Government's interior minister Jonas Šlepetys were included on a list of suspected Nazi
collaborators because of the accusations made against them;
b) the investigation was initiated by the chairman of the US Congressional Subcommittee for
Immigration, Citizenship and International Law, i.e., by US Congress structures responsible for
these issues, with the task assigned to the Immigration and Naturalization Service;
c) the investigation was begun and was halted (it is impossible to halt something which hasn't
been started) without proving Brazaitis's and Šlepetys's culpability;
d) US Congress representative Eilberg not only reported the halt to the investigation, but also
indirectly apologized for the unfounded allegations leveled against Brazaitis and Šlepetys: "I
hope this document will relieve the two aforementioned men and their friends from pressure and
hopelessness due to the accusations made against them." [translation from the Lithuanian, not
the original text of the letter -trans]. You for some reason do not mention this important wish and
do not translate it to Lithuanian.
3. The letter you sent also mentions an Immigration and Naturalization Service letter to
Congress. According to the Center's information, the US Department of Justice is reporting to
Congress in this letter that Juozas Brazaitis-Ambrazevičius as the prime minister and education
minister of the Provisional Government of Lithuania, and Jonas Šlepetys as the interior minister

of the Provisional Government, were accused of issuing orders upon whose basis repressions
were carried out against Jews. During the investigation performed, 40 possible sources of
information were referenced in the United States, Europe and the Near East: military document
centers and different Jewish organizations (World Jewish Congress, American Jewish
Congress, the Russian Jewish community, YIVO, the Committee against Naziism and AntiSemitism, and etc.), separate individuals, German prosecutors, reporters and other recognized
experts in the field of war crimes, but no information of an evidentiary nature was received from
any source.
We suggest you contact the institutions of these countries regarding the reliability of this
information and for copies of internal documents from the institutions of other countries.
4. Your letter concluding that "the Center in assessing Škirpa's role in the Holocaust ..." doesn't
coincide with the truth. The Center in investigating Škirpa's actions did not find any reliable
information he was a participant in the Holocaust. According to the law establishing the Center,
the Center does not perform legal judgments regarding the actions of people.
Teresė Birutė Burauskaitė, general director
[signed]
[contact information for someone else]

